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PROCEEDI NGS

1
(On record)
2
3 CHAI R BROVER: Good evening. (Speaking in

hnupiagq) W will open this Bureau of Land Managenent NPRA- A
geeting. And | will ask Alice to open our evening neeting in

gown here with a prayer.

7 ALI CE | PALOCK: (Presents a brief invocation
gn | nupi aq)
9 CHAI R BRONER: Thank you. Toni ght Bob w ||

spart, Bob Schneider. (Speaking in Inupiag) So, he wll give
ws the presentation.

12 MR. SCHNEI DER: Good evening. M nane, as
Agnol d said, is Bob Schneider and I'mthe field manager for

tthe Bureau of Land Managenent's Northern Field Ofice in

ksi r banks.
16 This evening Arnold and | are going to try sonmething a
hyttle bit different than what we've done in the past. | have

mgrmal Iy given this presentation and then we've had soneone
tpansl ate the presentation as we've gone. This evening |'ve
apked Arnold if he would just not go ahead and give the
pnesentation in your Native |anguage. The slides are in
Bpglish and I'll be here to change the slides, so I'll stay
ogt of Arnold' s way.

24 But we'll give you an orientation to the project to
pBe proposal that we have in front of you, and what we want

after the presentation is to hear fromyou through fornmal
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public comment at this hearing.

2 So, with that, Arnold, we will being.

3 CHAI R BRONER: (Transl ates presentation in
hnupi aq) Ckay.

5 MR. SCHNEI DER.  Wbul d everyone pl ease give

Arnold a hand for his work here? (Applause)

7 CHAIR BRONER:  1'll send you a bill.
8 MR. SCHNEI DER: COkay. (Laughter) [|'msure
gou will. | would Iike to now actually turn it over to

Apnold. Arnold is the Hearing Oficer this evening, so we can
take your comments and Arnold has a statenent that he has to
nmpke and then we will turn it over for people to take public
ggnment s.

14 Ar nol d?

15 CHAI R BRONER: What is the correct tinme now,
Bgb?

17 MR. SCHNEIDER It is now six mnutes after
egght .

19 CHAI R BRONER: Good evening. It is now siXx
ppnutes after eight. The appointed time is an hour and six
phpnutes late, and I would like to call this hearing to order.
22 My nanme is Arnold Brower, Jr., I'"mgoing to be

pgni ght's hearing officer.

24 This hearing is held for the purpose of providing you
ag opportunity to make oral comments on the Bureau of Land

Managenent's Draft Amendnent of the Northeast National
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Pet r ol eum Reser ve- Al aska.

2 Unli ke the open house, this is a formal hearing and as
guch, we will not be entertaining questions. However, several
yndividuals from BLM as well as representatives of ENSR, the
gontractor assisting in developing of the EIS wll be
gvai l abl e to answer questions after the neeting if tine

al | ows.

8 Addi tional information on the docunent and the EI' S
process is available at the sign-in table, which is right over
tpere by where Bob is now. The Draft Anendnent is avail able
om the internet at (http://nenpra.ensr.con) and a few hard
gopies are available at the public roomin the Federal
Bgi | ding. There's no Federal Building here, so | assune
tthat's the Anchorage office or the Fairbanks office.

15 Al coments provided to BLMand its contractor w |
bhg conpil ed, anal yzed and considered in preparing the final
Pran Amendnent and EI'S. In addition to speaking tonight,
ggmment s can be provided through the website or by mailing
tbemto the Bureau of Land Managenent, Nunber 13, Attention
Sgsan Childs, who is back there in the corner by the door.

222 West Sevent h Avenue, Anchorage, Al aska 99513. The website
address and the BLMs nmailing address are listed here.

23 The deadline for submtting conmments is August 23,
2004. This hearing is one of the series being conducted to
phgtain the public's cooments. 1In addition to tonight's

nmeeti ngs, neetings have been in Anchorage, Fairbanks,
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Washi ngton, D.C., in Anaktuvuk Pass, neetings will be

goncl uded wi th Atgasuk, Barrow and Bet hel.

3 So that we accurately record your conmments tonight, |
will call the nanmes of those who have indicated they wish to
speak and invite each person to cone up to the m crophone,
ghen you wll state your nanme, state your organization you
represent, if any, and then nmake your comments. |If you have
gritten cooments, | will ask you to provide themto our
pecorder here, and they wll be included as part of the record
op this hearing. | wll ask each speaker to limt comments to
firve m nutes.

12 | will hold up the sign when you have one m nute
ngmaining. |If you reach the tinme limt, I wll ask for you a
symmary of your comments and then request that you step down
apd |l et others speak. Wen we conplete the list of people

wsshing to speak, if time allows | may offer you anot her

opportunity to speak as well if there are any others who w sh
tg coment.
19 Before we begin to take the comments, | would like to

spress that our neeting tonight is specifically to hear
gpomments and concerns relating to the Arendnents to the

Plort heast National Petrol eum Reserve- Al aska, | AP/EIS. Your
ggmments wi Il serve several purposes; they will tell us if we
bave correctly identified the resources of the area, the uses
of the lands and the potential effects of the different

Alternatives in the Draft Plan EIS. You can suggest other
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Al ternatives that would reduce or elimnate effects on the
bands and resources we spoke about today.

3 As we begin now to take comments, | request that the
audi ence be considerate of the speaker and give himor her the
gourtesy of your attention. |In other words, try to speak

ghi spering or bel ow

7 | now call the first person to speak. Before |I do
ghat let nme... (Translates in Inupiaq) Gkay. The first one
b have is Sally Rothwell. Are you here?

10 M5. ROTHWELL: |'m here.

11 CHAIR BRONER: It's a roll call. Please,

tthose of you that are going to speak, cone to this table so
that the recorder can pick up your voice and speak in an

aydi bl e voi ce.

15 STATEMENT BY SALLY ROTHWELL

16 Good evening. M nane is Sally Rothwell and |I'm an
Envi ronnment al Coordi nator for Conoco-Phillips Al aska. Conoco-
PRillips is the |argest producer of oil and gas, and the nost

aotive explorer in Alaska. W have also been a long tine

pei ghbor of the community of Nuiqsut, and | appreciate the
opportunity to share ny cormments with you here tonight.

22 Qur conpany has a proven track record of high quality
egvi ronment al performance on Al aska's North Slope and in the
DRR-A. Conoco-Phillips is a |l eader in innovative sol utions
pbBat protect the environnent, such as the mniml footprint of

the Al pine production facilities. Conoco-Phillips has
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participated in 15 exploration wells in the NPR-A all wthout
significant environnmental incident.

3 I n 2001, Conoco-Phillips and our partner Anadarko

Ret rol eum announced several discoveries in the NPR-A. Since
that tinme, an EI'S process has begun for the new satellite

gi el d devel opnents in both the NPR-A and on state and Native
gorporation | ands near the Alpine oil field. These new

gevel opments confirmthe strategic potential for oil and gas
pn the NPR-A

10 As the draft plan points out, nuch has been | earned
siince the Record of Decision for the Northeast area was first
posued in 1998. Conoco-Phillips endorses continued |leasing in
tBe Northeast portion of the NPR-A and the opening of
Tashekpuk Lake by the BLM This will allow access to sone of
tBe nost inportant prospective areas, which are | ocated near
o the crest of the Barrow Arch.

17 Conoco-Phillips believes that the nbost sensitive areas
mgrth of Teshekpuk Lake, such as the | akes with the highest
wee by nolting geese, should remain off limts. W also
apknow edge that there should be a buffer around these | akes
as$ a further neasure for protection of these species.

22 However, we are concerned in general that BLM has
pgcommended t he bl anket exclusion fromleasing of the 350
square mles of additional prospective acreage north of
Pgshekpuk Lake.

We are al so concerned that BLM has not addressed sone
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of the extensive stream setbacks in the area. |In our opinion,
phe current three-mle setback at Fish Creek is unnecessary
gnd is double the 1.5 mles originally recomended in the
4998.

5 Conoco-Phil i ps supports the BLM s proposed

gper f ormance- based" stipul ations and required operating
procedures for the Northeast NPR-A.  These revised
gtipul ati ons woul d provide a franework to nmake conpli ance
offorts nore efficient, where we can continue to operate in a
sefe and environnental | y-sound manner and respect the
pmportant subsistence usage of the area.

12 Conoco-Phillips remains commtted to environnent al
gexcel | ence and responsi bl e devel opnent. Expl oration
agtivities would take place with mninmal inpacts using ice
ngads and ice pads to access prospects during the Arctic

wpnt er.

17 Future oil and gas devel opnent in the NPR-A will have
ggonom ¢ benefits for Al aska, for the communities of the North
Pbope and for the nation. For nore than 30 years, oil and gas
devel opnment has been the econom c engine for the North Sl ope
Borough and the State of Al aska.

22 In 2003, the State of Al aska received nore than $1
bgllion fromthe oil industry in taxes and royalties. The
phree previous | ease sales in the NPR-A have generated nore
phat $222 million in bonus paynments, split between the state

and federal governments. Cearly, continued investnment on the
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North Sl ope benefits everyone who lives in Al aska, through
ponies for state and | ocal governnents that result in better
gervices and better school s.

4 Conoco-Philli ps al so understands that econom c benefit
Erom conti nued oil and gas devel opnent is only part of the
picture. W are keenly aware that the |and and water of the
florth Sl ope, and the subsistence environnent and traditions it
gupports, are fundanental to the Native culture. These val ues
gust continue to be a vital part of our collective future.

10 Conoco-Phillips has proven that we can work closely
whth our nei ghbors and operate in a manner that respects the
way of life of the residents of Alaska's North Slope. This
tgkes constant effort on both parts and we are commtted to
wgrking with the North Sl ope residents to ensure devel opnent
hgppens in a way that respects your heritage and your

sgbsi stence way of life.

17 I n concl usion, Conoco-Phillips is pleased to offer
tBese comments. Continued | ease sales in the NPR-A wi ||l
epghance the nation's energy and econom c security, and our
pption needs to secure its energy future. W are confident
phat the Bureau of Land Managenent and the residents of the
Porth Slope will find a way to bal ance the needs of the nation
pth the needs of the Native people. Conoco-Phillips pledges
pg see that the balance defined fromthis effort is the

bgl ance that is maintained for generations to cone.

In addition to ny comments today, Conoco-Phillips
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pl ans to submt witten comments for this draft plan review
process.

3 Thank you. Quyanakpak. Arnold, did you want to
pransl at e?

5 CHAI R BRONER: (Translates in Inupiaq) Joe?
gh, the other Joe. The first Joe and Isaac. Leonard?

zeonard Lanpe. Good eveni ng.

8 STATEMENT BY LEONARD LAMPE

9 Good eveni ng everybody. All of our listeners,

agdi ence. My nane is Leonard Lanpe, | serve for the Kuukpik
pybsi stence Oversight Panel here in Nuigsut. | would like to

tthank everybody for comng up to Nuiqsut to hold this public
hgaring, as well as all our invited guests and nenbers of the
gammunity.

15 In terns -- just before | start, we do plan to send
wsitten conments to BLM but | have sone of the concerns and
¢pmments that 'l nake today.

18 Wth oil and gas exploration devel opnent in the

WNort heast, we are concerned as a community, as well as a

sgbsi stence conmmunity, as well as a community of oil and gas
devel opnment that has occurred in the past 30 years. Wth oil
apd gas, yes, life is good anong the I nupiat people, it's been
pgr the past 30 years. It has brought us a | ot of changes up
pg the North Slope. Especially, |I think a |ot good changes in
pgrnms of education and heal t h.

There are still issues that we would like to bring out
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pn terns of subsistence concerns. There are mllions of

doll ars being nmade off this land, yet there are no mtigation
geasures or enforcenent or follow ups on subsistence issues.
dhere are many issues that the industry brushes off, saying
t's not their responsibility, the State of Al aska as well,

gi th Fish and Gane, everybody pretty nmuch points at each other
and not taking any responsibility of the activity that occurs
gut there in terns of inpact.

9 Where the hunters are going out 30 mles to get

¢pri bou and a chopper that's doing study of the area tested by
tthe i ndustry, that industry wll not take

ternms or responsibility for that inpact. The State of Al aska,
g$gne thing, as well as the federal governnment. There are no
mytigation inpacts to these hunters, so therefore, you have a
diverted caribou as well very interfered and upset hunters.
he's been like this for many years.

17 W' ve been a real quiet towmn. Like | said, a

mgi ghbori ng community of Conoco-Phillips. WlIl, we've been
tpying to work together in many ways, not only in our city,
bgt in our Native village as well as our Village Corporation.
2But there are still neasures out there that are not being
apswered. There are still frustrated hunters. There are
sBill frustrated people of the inpacts, but yet no one is
paking responsibility. | encourage BLMto take the
pgsponsibility of this. You are the people that are selling

this land, or leasing this land to the industry, therefore,
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you shoul d al so accommobdate the people that reside and hunt in
phi s area.

3 Nort heast -- Northwest NPR-A had a ot of -- we've
hearned a lot fromthat in terns of |ooking at Northeast. The
gubsi stence panel who observes and recomends mitigation to
pitigate or divert inpacts has had a very hard tine in terns
pf making the state and the industry followup on the
gitigation neasures. There's -- like | said, there is no laid
baw in these sales, of who is to followup on the little guy,
tpe hunter. That's what it always cones down to, the hunter
amd fisherman. They put all their effort and tinme into
g¢atching these caribou and fish and duck and geese, and when
tBere i s no success because of inpacts of oil and gas, there
ng still no mtigation neasure for them There's nothing at
akl. It is very upsetting to see that. As a panel to try and
observe this and try to bal ance you say, where is the bal ance
of7 our side? Wo is balancing it for the Native people of the
Ngrth Slope? It's been |ike this for 30 years. | -- |

gpgcour age the people of Barrow and the area to start getting
ppvol ved with your subsistence panels, wth your subsistence
aneas and letting the industry, as well as the state and the
pederal government know that these are inportant places to you
apgd your famlies and your communities.

24 Set backs, buffer zones are essential. They are needed
pbgre on the North Slope. Those are our only protections that

we have of these vital places. There's mllions of acres out
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054
Stips &
ROPs

there being explored, what's just a few acres to be stayed
of f, for not to have exploration or devel opnent or pernmanent
Bacilities? These are essential to the North Sl ope people.

4 | don't know what nore | can say tonight, but | would
ki ke to bring that across, that mtigation neasures need to be
pnpl enented to the North Slope resident site, to the human
gite where a lot of hunters and fishernmen put a lot of tine
gnd effort going out there. Like | said, in the past
bearings, if you don't know who you are, you can't concentrate
wpere you' re going.

11 So, | really strongly believe that subsistence is a
gsprong part of our life. It wll always be, and for us to
prot ect our subsistence, it's real vital to us. And | know
tthat Conoco and everyone el se wants to work with the Nui gsut
pgople in ternms of protecting that, but | express that to the
figderal government, that you do need neasurenents for the
hgcal people. You do need to take -- be responsible for the
hgase sal es because you are the ones that are leasing this
apea. If it wasn't for that activity, none of the activities
op this would occur. No inpacts would occur like this.

21 So, | recommend to the federal governnent, BLM to
pork with the |ocal people on the mtigation neasures, and |
pBank you for your tinme. Thank you.

24 CHAI R BRONER: Thank you, Leonard. (Appl ause)
2ksaac?

STATEMENT BY | SAAC NUKAPI GAK
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1 Good evening. For the record, |saac Nukapi gak,

presi dent of Kuukpi k.

3 | would Iike to be given the opportunity to speak on
hehal f of my community and ny sharehol ders, which is here in
Bui gsut and t hroughout the Sl ope.

6 The proposed Draft Anendnent of the Northeast NPR-A
record of decision, that was -- that was set in '98. The 79
gtipulations that are vital to our community. These
protections that we see that are very vital to our subsistence
hofestyle and by trying to -- and making it a proposed
amendnent to replace these vital protections that we had, by
wpth setting up a performance base stipulations. By ny view
h3see that you are -- the strength of the stipulations are
bai ng weakened and | woul d suggest strongly to BLMthat these
g$ti pul ations just be in place. Because these are a very vital
apea.

17 The ot her area that | know we depend on, the whole
PBope depends on, on this -- the -- the Northwest part of the
Teshekpuk should be off limts to any oil and gas. People on
ppe Sl ope depends on the subsistence of the caribou that we
depend on. Now, we need to protect these areas. |'m not

agai nst -- |'m never ever agai nst an devel opnent -- an oil and
ggs exploration devel opnent, but just as long as it can be
dane in an environmental sound manner, and with protections
pbat we need to rely that -- that is there for our protection.

Now, we have -- it's a very rich area that BLM s proposed to
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add additional acreage for leasing, it's the very inportant
pital area that we, as |nupiat people, depend on the

gubsi stence resources. Even though there is proven technol ogy
yp to date, I think definitely there needs to be sone

Bal anci ng. These issues need to be re-|ooked at.

6 The proposed -- these (indiscernible) inplenmented in
798, record of decision, should consider to still be the sane.
ghese are our vital sources that we depend on. The, you know,
phe fish bearing | akes, the rivers that we depend on for

sgbsi stence. | may be a -- devel opnent, but we need these
aneas protected.

12 W -- actually we will be submtted our owmn witten
¢gment, but | just wanted to, you know, enphasize to BLMto
make the right decisions on, you know, our behalf, that we're
akso, you know, the citizens of the United States, but we need
those protections like the other folks are saying in their
¢pmMment s.

18 So, that's all | have to say. | just want to make it

g¢bear to the BLMfor giving us an opportunity to express our

ggnmment s.

21 Thank you.

22 CHAI R BRONER: Thank you, l|Isaac. (Translates
pg Inupiagq) | see lke. |Is that Ike? Wl conme hone, IKke.

24 MR. KAl GELAK:  Thank you, Arnol d.

25 STATEMENT BY | KE KAI GELAK

My nane is |saac Kaigelak, for the record. And I'ma
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31l-year resident. Also, |I'ma Kuukpi k Subsi stence Oversi ght
panel nenber.

3 And all this tinme -- ever since we have these neetings
aSpeaks in Inupiaq) all the tine, battle people' s comments,
that way we coul d share what kind of coments (speaks in

bnupi ag). Thank you. (Appl ause)

7 CHAIR BRONER (Translates in |Inupiaq) For
ghe record, Isaac's comments relates to frustration and things
phat are happening that -- because we need to think about |ong
termeffects, not today's effects, but long termeffects for
tthe next generations, for their renewabl e resources and our
nenewabl e resources are going to be available since oil has a
hgm ted exploration date in our lifetine, in our life span
hare on the Arctic Sl ope.

15 So, his concerns are about relating to the -- not to
abter the traditional hunting areas and fishing areas on the
Ayctic Slope, and preference to Alternative A

18 CHAIR BRONER: | see Joe? (Speaking in

houpi aq) Joseph Evi kl ook?

20 STATEMENT BY JOSEPH EVI KLOOK
21 (Speaki ng in I nupiaq)
22 CHAIR BRONER: (Translates a portion)

¥gu have conme again to Nuiqsut for the sane purposes, that the
ggammunity of Nuigsut is not going to benefit from any
egpl oynment opportunities fromthis proposal.
MR, EVI KLOOK: ( Speaking in |nupiaq)
METRO COURT REPORTING
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1 CHAIR BRONER: (Translates a portion) Qur
gomunity has nothing to fall back to if we are going to go
Back to driftwod. W don't have enough driftwood in our
gahores and in the -- along the banks of the Coleville River,
Brushes are not sufficient to heat our hones and we are nuch

peliant on fuel for our heating our community.

7 MR. EVI KLOOK: (Speaking in |Inupiaq)
8 CHAIR BRONER: (Translates a portion) Today
gl |l of our resources are not -- in Nuiqgqsut are not a hundred

percent on subsistence, but we have alternatives if, you know,
he has lived a hard |Iife when he was young, in searching for
fipod and hunting, it's a hard life, but today in the comunity
o8 Nuiqsut, and this hardship is kind of evade -- evasive here
and not -- there is prevalent -- or not prevalent, but there

ng options of nutritional needs that can be had in our

ggmMmunity.
17 MR. EVI KLOOK: (Speaking in Inupiaq)
18 CHAI R BRONER (Translates a portion) He has

worked with the industry, the pipeline from Fairbanks to
ppanklin Bluffs, and today the industry has shown that they
ane capabl e of revegetation and setting back sone things and
sonetinmes in better conditions, and that has not displaced the
agi mal s as much and we worked -- were working on the pipeline
ppom Franklin Bluffs to Fairbanks. That sonetines they woul d
egen throw rocks at the caribou to keep them -- because they

were that close during their -- that construction season.
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1 MR, EVI KLOOK: ( Speaking in |nupiaq)

2 CHAI R BRONER: (Translates a portion) Sue?
Be' s wondering why his back yard -- if you want to drill a
hole for oil or gas, his lot is available for that. (Laughter)
550, he's been thankful for the changes and the benefits of
gil -- oil and gas has changed for the benefit for safety, for
heal th and those things that he nentioned since the arrival of
ghe oil and gas industry on the Slope. And he wel cones your

participation in comng to Nuiqsut wth that.

10 | think he m ght be serious about that |ot. (Laughter)
11 CHAI R BROVER: Joe Nukapi gak?

12 STATEMENT BY JOE NUKAPI GAK

13 For the record, ny nanme is Joe Nukapi gak, resident of

Ngi gsut. And |I'm al so Chairman of the Board of Kuukpik
¢grporation and the Resource Devel opnent Director of Kuukpik
16 And in regards to this additional |ease sale that's
bei ng proposed by BLM when that first | ease sale on Northeast
PBanning area in 1998, | have testified before. And I
testified on those i ssues and have never changed up to this
dpt e because those -- what we have worked so hard on in 1998,
phat 79 stipulations are in witten formand it should be in
pact the way we have worked so hard as three organizations,
phi ch i s Kuukpi k, Native Village and City of Nuiqgsut, as well
aga with the Board of Governnent.

25 And back then | was satisfied wth those decisions

t hat was deci ded under Cinton adm nistration, but now when
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Republ i can Congress conme -- when they canme into power, and
phat's when the energy -- National Energy policy as set forth
By the President Bush, changed all the (indiscernible) that we
were in.

5 When you start stripping away these stipulations, it
geakens, that's the concern that | have, is when you start
hasi ng these on a performance based stipulations. Wat is
ghat? Let's -- let's be transparent about this issue. It's
gl nost as if they' ve already set a policy that we don't know
about. If the oil industry and the federal governnent is to
wor k together on that in terns of -- along -- by consulting

wpth the local villages, wth Nuiqsut, Atgasuk and Barrow.

13 NPR-A as it was, fromthe day the President already
sat that aside as an NPR-A of Alaska. Well, it is still NPR-
As Apparently as oil industries are making discoveries west
of Nuiqsut, then we -- we -- even before sone of these
pyoposed satellite devel opnments are being -- are scheduled to
bhging finalized by the BLM | think there should be sone
delays in this -- in making this proposal until everything is

ppder st ood.

21 The caribou mgration and the Teshekpuk herd is the
ppst inportant conponent of our wildlife here on the North
SBope. They don't mgrate as nuch so -- as essential caribou
bard does, or porcupine over to the east. Teshekpuk cari bou
bgrds is always on the North Sl ope, they don't go no further

than the foothills in the Brooks Range.
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1 And those other villages that heavily depend on this
gari bou herd, even though they're 30,000 to 40,000. But al
ghese villages, they are very heavily depending on that. W
all knowthat. And it is yet to be known when the satellite,
the proposed satellites of Alpine. Once the final EIS has
Been given the green light by BLM there's no pipeline yet,

but when does it becone final then. Those proposed

gegul ations, stipulations, inposed on the oil industry, |

don't know how accurate they are.

10 These are the continued concerns that we al ways have
1o -- said all along, whether they be from Kuukpi k or whet her
np be from Tri bal organi zations or fromthe Board of
ggvernnment. We -- if it's national government and State of
Ahaska, of course, we recognize that, federal, state and Board
o governnment, as well as the |ocal government, has benefitted
fisomthe oil industry. W know that. | nmakes our life nore
gasier today than it was when we were growi ng up, by dog team
bgck then

19 But the transformation of our |andscape is -- is going
po be with us and it's going to be with our grandchildren,
phey have to live with that too.

22 As the oil industry noves westward to the heart of the
pgpul ation, it concerns nme as well. |'msure that other
vyl | ages have concerns with that too. There's a lot of North
Skope villages and North Sl ope residents who heavily depend on

caribou or through the river system Aanaakliq and ot her
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gspeci es of fish.

2 Fromthe tinme i nmenorial we have been who we are. W
Bave been subsistence hunting because it is our heritage, it
us our culture, but when you start |ooking upon it as the

gi | | ages has done -- has seen, then the concerns, they get
gore vital. The concerns of our |and and environment when
7t's being transformed with pipelines and facilities, makes ne
gonder how that's going to be affected on a | ater date. Maybe

g couple of nore generations fromnow By the tinme when our

kpds are -- when our kids conme of age and when they becone
gnandf at hers and the evolution within us is still there.
12 But are we going to keep continuing as we are because

wg don't own sone of the |lands? 387,000 acres is a |lot of
hand, that's a lot, at least fromny point of view | nean,
ng's three times nore larger than what the Village Corporation
hgs sel ected, or even Barrow. The Village Corporation is --
it's a lot nore than that too as well.

18 These stipul ations that we have worked so hard on back
1g 1998 should be intact instead of -- instead of being under
ppis fornmula of performance based stipulations. | -- | you
kmow, it's just |ike saying, hey, |I found oil, now what does
pp take to nmake it nore -- stipulations that would be nore

efif ective to us?

24 There are a ot of issues that we recogni ze and they
psl | continue to be issues that are still there. A -- still
be concerned. No issue stops being a concern. It will still
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gontinue to be a concern. It's a revolving thing.

2 When a denocratic president (indiscernible) with
goci al val ues and whatnot, and a Republican Congress, that's
phe difference between those two parties that | can see. And
Bere we -- and here there is environnentalists of all kinds,
pros and cons. W have seen that in our community. Sone are
ffor it, sone are not. Don't get nme wong that | oppose this
gi| developnent, it's just that we need to have sonething in
bl ack and white instead of a performance-based stipul ation
tpat' s being proposed by the federal governnent, is -- is not
what | had envisioned back in 1998, or fromthis village.

12 Transparency is the best policy, | would say.
Agcommodat i on, conmunication with affected villages should be
ganti nued with each and by working with each other. That is
mg hope, that we continue to do that, by working with the
Pgbsi stence Oversight Panel, wth Kuukpi k as they have worked
well for our comunity, and | don't see why not when the other
ygl l ages -- until BLM supposedly what, does Subsi stence

Advi sory Panel, sanme thing but at a regional |evel.

20 Sonetines, yes, lsaac is right, we don't know what the
otther villages concerns mght be. He is right about that. O
ypce versa, what these other villages are, what is the nost
pgportant conponent of their concerns that can't be worked out
by set stipulations instead of -- instead of weakening it, and
pgking it nore stronger. There is weakness in sone pl aces.

Al though we will have a witten statenent, it took us
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$0 many hours to read these -- that was -- the studies and
phatnot, we're still working on that to make our witten -- at
ghis tinme, but you know, it's -- with the tinme always running

hi ke, sonetinmes you've got caught up with other issues as

gel | .
6 Thank you.
7 CHAI R BRONER: (kay. Thank you, Joe.

gAppl ause) (Translates in Inupiag) The next speaker is Frank

bt uneak. Good eveni ng, Frank.

10 STATEMENT BY FRANK NMATUMEAK

11 Frank Matuneak. (Speaks in Inupiag) Thank you.

G Appl ause)

13 CHAI R BRONER: Frank's comments are related to

Yhyet Nam Veteran's Native Allotnents. BLM has taken a wong
ggurse in preference to giving oil and gas properties and oil
apd gas | eases, and deny aboriginal Natives who went to View
Nam their right for Native Alotnents under the 1906 Native
ABlotment Act. So, this is one of the issues that has been
hpongeri ng and BLM has taken the stance to deny these Native
Apl ot ments which the Federal Governnent initiated, and those
pyst be restored or titles given to the Native Allotnent's
agpplicants that are qualified under the Viet Nam era,
Ygteran's All otnent Act which was passed by Congress.

24 And BLM needs to take a | ook at that, even cease from
pBese ot her preferences and deal with the Aboriginal Native

Allotnents for Native View Nam Veterans in NPR-A or Al aska or
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099
Caribou

Arctic Slope.

2 CHAI R BRONER: (Speaking in Inupiaq) Are
ghere any other names up there? For the record what | stated,
hecause the names -- the list of nanes that have signed up
Bave al ready been conpleted, and for those that want to speak
gay speak so now and this is the opportunity to speak for or
ggainst Alternative A, B, or C, and all those comments on the
g9 Stipulations in 1998. So, this is an issue that we're

di scussing here tonight. Mark?

10 STATEMENT BY MARK AHVAKAK
11 Yes. M nane is Mark Ahmakak, a full time resident of
WNopi gsut for the last 31 years. | also work for Nanook, a

gsgbsi diary of Kuukpi k Corporation under the auspices of KSOB.
1h al so conpl ete overhead by Conoco-Phillips on your

epvi ronnment al studi es support program

16 For the record, in nmy involvenent wth the studies on
firsheries and cari bou, the water fow, sone of these studies
hgve been docunented, but however, they are fully reported to
ttbe proper agencies in taking the subject of the caribou
berds. A herd of a 1,000 or 1,500 two sumrers ago they were
pingrating through nmelt (ph) water, which they normally don't
apd they went right on up to Kuparuk area and they had no way
o8 crossing the pipeline. W were just nonitoring themfrom
hgur to hour and they just veered off directly to the east
pgwar ds Sagwon to the Canning River

Supposedl y, that herd was normal |y supposed to have
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mgrated this way crossing the Colville, as always in the
past. That's just to denonstrate that the pipelines and the
gil industry are effectively rerouting the regular routes and
pgration routes of the caribou. And that's for the record.

5 And al so, the timng of all these |ease sales are
Being pretty much to a point where everybody's in a rush.

Jake for instance, leading up to this, also the Environnental
gnpact Statenent for Al pine and your Satellite projects. Even
phough the project itself was still on the books and bei ng

wor ked on. Conoco-Phillips conmes again and asking the
¢ommunity that they wanted support or they're going to the
Bgreau to get these permts, regardl ess of whether we approve
o8 it or not. That's how nuch they're in a hurry.

14 Now, with this thing comng on, we're the first
y5l | age that has been heavily inpacted and now it's headi ng
tgwards the west. | sonmewhat feel for the people over that
way because | was born in Barrow and they are not ready for
ngpacts like that. W are forced to suffer through, go
tbrough the social changes in the community. There's a |ot of
ppi ngs that are changing here, each -- and it's all because of
phe oil industry. You say you want to be nei ghbors, then
phere are your mtigating neasures? Wat are we going to fal
bgck on if our caribou are gone and our fish that are
ppaversi ng on these creeks and the rivers, what's going to
bgppen then? Were are we going to go fishing? Are you just

going to say that the mtigation neasure is not there and then

METRO COURT REPORTING
745 West Fourth Avenue, Suite 425
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
(907) 276-3876



are you going to transplant sone other type of fisheries to

Qur region or are you going to inport a reindeer herd? Are

gou going to force us back into the dark ages? | do not think
30.
5 | have kids that are grown now. | amforced to work

pecause | want ny older kids to learn how to hunt and that's
iow t hey' ve been. | don't m nd working. Everybody has to
gork everywhere. W have things to pay for, but |osing our
gulture and our livelihood on account of oil, which is just
oply beneficial to a handful. And the majority of your

wor kers are not fromup here, they're fromMat-Su and they're
fipom out of states. Mich of the contract people you hire or
ggntract with, they inport people fromthe Lower 48 while you
have your manpower available fromall these villages where

they need work.

16 That's the only cormment | have. Thank you.
G Appl ause)
18 CHAI R BRONER: Thank you, Mark. (Translates

ng I nupiaq) EIi?
20 STATEMENT BY ELI NUKAPI GAK

21 Good evening. M nane is Eli Nukapigak. |I'ma city
gounci | nmenber, KSOB.

23 On these '98 Stipulations that you' ve been working on
par so many years, now that they are being reduced to the
pgnber that we can't use it no nore.

| f that should happen with that '98 Stipul ation,
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ywoul d like to proceed that an acconpani ed (i ndi scernible)
agreenent should be in place. And the critical |and use
Babitat, the industry need to acknow edge the inportance of
aubsi stence hunters (indiscernible) people on the North Sl ope.
5 (I'ndi scernible) on the -- should be in place before
gny exploration to be -- to happen in the Teshekpuk area. The
¢i ndi scernible) | and use area of the Inupiat people in our
Borth Slope. |If we have to do that, what we have now is
pothing. Only what we got -- been provided, with the plan
tpat they have prom ses -- winter cone, Governor Know es and
Bruce Babbitt that conme here five years ago and sayi ng, | ook
we wll have (indiscernible). Now, Alpine is up and going
oger five years now, where are the trout for our people in the
Nyi gsut and the whole North Sl ope region?

15 Thank you.

16 CHAI R BRONER: Thank you, Eli. (Translates in
hnpupi aq) Maggie? M grandnot her was Maggi e. Maggi e?

18 STATEMENT BY MAGE E KAVOSKY

19 Good evening. Maggie Kavosky for the record. (Speaks
pp Inupiagq) So, | really support that the strong stipulations
stays in line for this area. (Speaks in Inupiaq) (Applause)
22 CHAI R BRONER: (Okay. Maggie wants the

S8i pul ations to be strong and strict because of the aninals
phi ch we depend on, they are at stake. And our subsistence
bsvel i hood is at stake. Cost of resources in the stores is

cost prohibitive and high and we need to maintain our
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gubsi stence way of |ife. Sarah Kunaknana

2 STATEMENT BY SARAH KUNAKNANA

3 My nanme is Sarah Kunaknana. (Speaks in |nupiaq)

4 CHAI R BRONER: Thank you, Sarah.

5 Sarah would like to keep -- mrrors the concerns that

bhggi e Kavosky, to keep the stips in tact as they have been
gonewhat acceptable thus far, in the NPR-A devel opnent.
Because to keep the environnent clean and she would |ike --
pts mai ntenance has caused it to sustain our renewable
nesources so far. Mich of the devel opnent nearby already has
ahtered mgratory paths of the wildlife, caribou for exanple,
they don't mgrate in the areas traditionally. That change is
s$ggni ficant.

14 And for that reason, she would like the Alpine site as
asgood nmeasuring tape for this because their migrations are
abtered and these have -- the mgrations have changed and
nyght now they are in a dilema of oil and subsistence
ngsources that are utilized. And working somewhat hand in
hgnd because you have to use oil or gas to go after your
pgsource, but here again, the stips -- the existing

sti pul ati ons seens to be managing in favor of the

epvi ronment al devel opnent in the NPR-A

23 Anybody el se? (Going once, -- Rosemary? Rosenary

Aht uangauak.

25 STATEMENT BY ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK

For the record, ny nane is Rosemary Ahtuangar uak
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h' ve been in Nuiqsut now for about 19 years. |I'mcurrently
phe Mayor for the Gty of Nuiqsut. | participate as a board
genber for |1KAS, and |I'm nenber for the Federal Subsistence
Advi sory Board.

5 |"d like to support the other community nmenbers that
Bave testified tonight. They' ve given sone very good
yestinmony and we're all mrroring simlar concerns. | support
ghe No Action Alternative. Alternative A. This is offering
87 percent of lands |leased. |It's not worth the risk to open
tpe biol ogical sensitive areas to developnent. |It's arisk to
eyr community that depend on these resources for sustenance.
hp's not worth the mnimal benefits that will cone fromthat.
13 It's inportant to try to get a balance. Right now our
¢gammunity has suffered a | ot from devel opnent that has changed
egr activities, but our culture has been to grow and | earn
fipom past experiences. Qur elders have always taught us

tfai ngs us that have caused hardship in the past and we are
pgoactive in teaching that to our children to encourage our
tpaditional lifestyle. There's all sorts of activities that
pe avoid to try to continue our traditional and cultural uses

ofi the area.

22 There have been sone positive benefits. W have a
pgdern health clinic. W have a nodern school. W have an
open city hall. W have representation within the North Sl ope

Bgrough and the State of Al aska and the federal governnent.

Al'l of these things have been positive, but if we open up the
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nemai ning area of NPR-A that's not open for |easing, these
pill not help us with the hardship our community wll face.

3 It's very inportant for our future sustenance in our
gonmmunities that we protect these vital resources that have
gsustained our lifestyle in spite of the activities around us.
W' ve had very m nimal enploynent in our conmunity, even with
he corporation's best efforts, the length of enpl oynent does
got pay for all the nodern costs that we have to our daily

bi festyl e now.

10 We recogni ze the inportance of oil and gas devel opnent
flor the national need for energy, it's not that we oppose
this, it's that we want devel opnent to be done in a way that's
mgt costing to us. W have increased our distance of travel
19 try to attenpt a harvest as well as the nunber of trips
that we nmake to try to harvest. These are costs that come up
og our famlies. Qur famlies have to try to go w thout other
tfai ngs because we're trying to continue our traditional
hgfestyle.

19 We have many househol ds that have bought hundreds of
gel l ons of gas to attenpt to continue the lifestyle that has
gnown us into the rich nourishing people that we are.

22 We need to earmark funds for social and cul tural
pgpacts to the tribal or city governnent. |It's really
paportant that we try to address these effects that are
ggntinuing in spite of efforts to prevent them

We need to plan for the cunulative effects. W need
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to identify nonitoring guidelines and paranmeters for benefit
and cost analysis that will help us to work on inproving sonme
gf the needs for the inpact funds that will help to mtigate
gone of these neasures.

5 We need to identify alternative subsistence sites if
ge're going to | ose areas to subsistence, where are we going
7o have a chance to go to? Are their other comunities that
gre going to allow us to use their subsistence resources? |f
ge go without in our area -- because now we've got pipeline
tpat circunferences us and we can't get to caribou around us,
what ot her areas are we going to nove to? What are we going
o do for fishing and other activities?

13 W' ve seen many decades of change. W' ve had changes
g our whaling. W've had changes to our caribou hunting.

VY8' ve had changes to our fishing lifestyle. These are al

tBi ngs that have been beared upon our comunity nenbers.

Y' ve had ot her people fromindustries state about how we
figrce the oil industry to pay for freight to get our whale
hgme. Well, they forget that they don't want us to use
ppadi ti onal use areas, that we would have put themin ice
gellars to store themuntil we could get themlater in the
season when the river is frozen and we can bring it back on
pgr own neans, but now we can't use those areas. W' ve got
pgny sites like that that we don't use.

25 We want to hope that our famlies are going to be able

to use areas that are biologically rich for our continued use
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and that's why we continue to coment in spite of these
activities.

3 Qur efforts over these many nonths and these many
years and these many decades, to comments from our community
genbers and our elders that are no |longer with us, need to be
pecogni zed. The sanme concerns that were brought back in the
770's and '80's and '90's with devel opnent activities are
gtill continuing today, but the reality has occurred wth our
generation and we don't want to see these continued | osses
goi ng into the other future generations to cone.

11 It's inportant for us to sustain the vitality of the
Teshekpuk area for the sustenance that it gives to our people.
1Bt's part of who and what we are. It gives us a hope and
systenance for the winter that gives us continued honbgenous
ggity wthin our communities. Wen these things are taken
agay fromus our winters are very hard and we've seen that
albready. W don't want to continue to see that. W want to
pgevent that by protecting areas that will sustain us as
Teshekpuk Lake has done for many generations.

20 Thank you.

21 CHAI R BRONER: Thank you, Rosemary.
pdranslates in Inupiaq) State your nane for the record?

23 STATEMENT BY THOVAS AHTUANGARUAK

24 My nanme is Thomas Ahtuangaruak, Jr. | work for the
pgrth Sl ope Borough, WIldlife Departnent.

| have a couple of concerns, or the hunter's concerns
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about the helicopters flying around while they are hunting and
scaring off the caribou. And they were wondering if anybody
goul d do sonething about it? Like if they see any hunters
around over there, I was wondering if they could go to a
different |ocation and do their service?

6 CHAIR BRONER® Okay. | will need the aircraft
pnunber, and what it is? A 185 helicopter? A 214? Any nunber
gou can find out so | can get a hold of Bob, Dave or those BLM
gurveyors that are doing the Native Allotnment surveys, and we
wpl!l tell themon the sane day. This is becom ng a preval ent
pgsue between Nui gsut and Barrow, and | appreciate your
goments on that.

13 MR, AHTUANGARUAK: Ckay. Thank you.

14 CHAIR BRONER (Translates in Inupiaq) Ckay.
18fter Thomas? Going once, twice. Sorry about that.

16 STATEMENT BY BERNI CE KAI CELOK

17 Berni ce Kaigelok. | was busy cutting caribou, so |
ngssed the first part, but BLM this whole North Slope, | want
BoM to recogni ze all Native Allotnents that are pendi ng and
peed certification. They need to be done right away. Even
phe ones that are closed need to be reopened and | ooked at
pbecause ny father and ny aunt's allotnent has been cl osed for
a3long time. Wen there's an ice cellar sod house on that
band, we have no ride over it even though there's proof there.
25 So, | want BLMto do sonething about the Native

Allotnments that are closed or pending. They are 34 years ol d.

METRO COURT REPORTING
745 West Fourth Avenue, Suite 425
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
(907) 276-3876



1How much | onger are they going to linger? W want title to

our | and.
3 And another thing, | just canme fromdown river and
hhere was a chopper and | didn't get the nunber. It was a

Bl ue and white chopper. And there was a plane also with radio
gntennas, so they were scouting for sonething, and it's npose
geason right now Lot's of hunters up there with choppers and

pl anes flying.

9 CHAI R BROAER:  Like a 185 or 2077
10 MRS. KAl GELOK: A 207 and a chopper. So, for
this NPR-A on that site, | know we are supposed to only talk

about that area, but there are so many Native Al lotnents
pgndi ng and they need to go to the rightful owners.

14 And we need to keep the original buffer zone for Fish
¢&seek. | don't want that area touched over there. They tel
yg to wheel and deal and say, give a little if you want this,
girve a little if you want that. Wwen we say no, it's no. So,

kgsh Creek needs to stay clear of industry.

19

20 Thank you. (Appl ause)

21 CHAI R BRONER: Thank you, Berni ce.

22 At this time | wll close the public.....

23 ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK: W just want to

sypport Bernice's statenent, the | eadership of Nuiqsut agree
pg that. We need to help resolve that issue. That's the only

thing I wanted to add.
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1 CHAI R BRONER: The public conment period at
9:30 p.m, and as a hearing officer, | officially close the
gomments since we have finished all of those that have witten
and volunteered for their public coments related to the
Bureau of Land Managenent Draft Amendnent to the Northeast
plat i onal Petrol eum Reserve- Al aska, |EP/EIS.

7 And the fol ks here, Susan and Bob have nentioned they
gi Il answer questions and discuss sone of the issues that are

pelative to the inpacts in the NPR-A and around Nuiqgsut if you

hgve questions to them | will turn the floor over to Susan.
11 M5. CHLDS: |If you close the neeting, Arnold,
we'll be.....

13 MR. SCHNEIDER: We'|l be around to answer
gyesti ons.

15 M5. CH LDS: W'Ill be here.

16 CHAIR BRONER: Al right. You'll be around to

answer questions. (Speaking in Inupiag) W wll close the
pgbl i c comments for tonight here in Nuiqgsut.

19 (O f record)

20 * * * END OF PROCEEDI NGS * * *

21
22
23
24
25
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Scopi ng Meeting before the Bureau of Land Managenent, was
7aken by Janice Scott and transcri bed by Janice Scott.

8

THAT the Transcript has been prepared at the request
8f ENSR International, 1835 South Brag, Suite 490, Anchorage,
Al aska.
10

DATED at Anchorage, Al aska this 3rd day of Septenber,
2004.

12
13
SI GNED AND CERTI FI ED BY:
14
15

16

17 Jerri Young
Notary Public in and for Al aska
18 My Comm ssion Expires: 11-03-07
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

METRO COURT REPORTING
745 West Fourth Avenue, Suite 425
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
(907) 276-3876





